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JTF-Bwelcomes new leader

By 2nd Lt. CarlaPampe
Public Affairs Director

Joint Task Force-Bravo said goodbyeto
their former commander and welcomed a
new |leader during a change-of-command
ceremony Monday.

Col. Raymond A. Thomas | Il assumed
command of JTF-Bravofrom Col. Michael
C. Okita, who has been assigned as deputy
director for operations
and plans at Joint
Forces Command,
Norfolk, Va

The ceremony was
attended by severd
military leaders and
distinguished guests
including Frank Al-
maguer, U.S. ambas-
sador to Honduras;
Maj. Gen. Gary Speer,
acting commander in
chief of United States
Southern Command;
retired Gen. Marco
Rosales Abella, Hon-
duran deputy minister
of defense; Lt. Col.
GustavolLanzal agos,
director of the Hon-
duran Military Avia-
tion Academy and
Aniba Murillo, gov-
ernor of LaPaz.

Speer, who flew in
from Miami for the

... both natural and man-made .... You
have accomplished great things for your
nation ... and every one of you has great
reason to be proud,” Speer said. “JTF-B’s
impact hasbeenfeltinevery nationinthe
region.”

In hisfirst speech ascommander of JTF-
Bravo, Thomaswasbrief inhiscomments.

“It’struly aprivilegeand an honor to as-
su_r(rj]ecommand of thisgreat task force,” he
said.

Following the cere-
mony, Thomastoldlocal
media that he was very
much looking forward
toworking closely with
the peopleof Honduras,
and experiencing the
cultureof thecountry.

Thomas' military ca-
reer includesexperience
as platoon leader, scout
platoon leader and com-
pany executive officer
inthe 9th Infantry Divi-
sion at Fort Lewis,
Wash.; plansand liaison
officer with the 75th
Ranger Regiment and
battalion assistant oper-
ations officer an Alpha
Company commander
inthe3rd Ranger Battal-
ionat Fort Benning, Ga.;
and aide-de-camp for
the commanding gener-
a of the Joint Special
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day, praised the men Theflags ofalltheservices of JTF-  He also served astroop
and women of JTF- Bravo were present behind the ~gymmander and a

Bravo for their hard JTF-B and national colors.
ficer with the 1st SFOD-Delta at Fort

work and dedi cation to the mission.
“The men and women of JTF-Bravo

squadron operationsof -

Bragg, N.C. Following attendance at the
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havebeen challengedwithagamut of tasks  Naval Command and Staff Collegeat New- Above: Col. Raymond A. Thomas Ill accepts the colors and the com-
port, R.I., hereturned to mand of Joint Task Force-Bravo during the change of command cere-
the2nd Ranger Battalion, mony July 22. Below: Thetroops of JTF-B stand in formation to render
whereheserved astheex- honors to their outgoing commander, Col. Michael C. Okita, and wel-
ecutive officer. He later cometheirnew commander.
attended the United
StatesArmy War College
at Carlisle Barracks,
Penn.

Thomascomesto JTF-
Bravo from a command
position with the 1st
Ranger Battalion at
Hunter Army Airfield,
Ga

A native of Philadel-
phia, Thomas earned his
commissionin 1980 asa
Photo by Martin Chahin graduate Of the Unlted

Col. Michael C. Okitamakes his farewell speech to JTF-B. StatesMilitary Academy.
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Commanders Corner

By Lt.Col.Elbert Nieves

J-4 Director

WEe vebeen hearing moreabout accountability lately.
It means being responsible; facing consequences for
compromising responsibility; holding yourself and
holding others responsible for what we have done or
failedtodo. For themilitary, accountability ismorethan
justanew buzz, it show wedo business, stay sharp, and
distinguish ourselvesfromtherest.

Every military leader isaccountablefor themsel ves,
their peopl e, their equipment, and the accomplishment
of their mission. Sacrificing one for another revealsa
weaknessinaleader’ sstructural integrity.

Asalogistician, equipment accountability iscritical.
Directingthelogisticsoperationshereat Soto Cano, my
focus on equi pment accountability has been stronger
than ever. Withthetransient population of soldiersand

AccountabilityAll Around

airmen, andwith the constant incoming and outgoing of
theTask Forcesfrom other statesand countrieswe sup-
portinoperations, suchasNew Horizons, wemust work
harder toensureaccountability isbeingenforcedat every
level.

It' seasy tofocus solely onyour job or onyour people
duringyour shorttimeinthisAOR, andthenletthe” next
guy” worry about strai ghtening out the Hand Recei pts,
Report of Surveysand all other endlessdocumentation
that goesa ongwiththetask of maintai ning accountabil-

But handi ngthisimportant duty off to someoneel seis
abreachinaccountability. Sooner or later someoneisgo-
ing to have to answer for alost or damaged piece of
equipment, aswell they should. L osing track of equip-
ment, and not doing full and prompt reportson damaged
e(1U| pment leadsto complicationsininventory and sig-

icantlossesintimeand money.

Every soldier and airman serving JTF-Bravo isre-
sponsiblefor someoneor something, and that responsi-

T%e C%ap’ain/g Cownev

Spiritual Fitness

By Chaplain (Capt.) Patrick R. Basal
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

Weliveinaworld of spiraling moral decay. We
searchfor answerstolife’ squestions— looking for
absolutes and sustaining values from the world
around us.

Wetalk andtrain physical, mental and emotional
fitness on PT fields, ranges and in the classroom,
whileblotters, Article 15s, disputes, adulteries, di-
vorces, thefts, various abuses and suicides are all
common business.

Spiritual fitnessisthe devel opment of those per-
sonal qualitiesneeded to sustain apersonintimesof
stress, hardship, and tragedy. These qualitiescome
fromreligiousvaluesand formthebasisfor charac-
ter, disposition, decision-making andintegrity.

This definition presupposes that visible action
stemsfrom our spiritual health and comesfrom our
set of values. But, spiritual fitness goes beyond
memorization of lists of values and codes of con-
duct. Whilethe Army CoreV aluesaregood—|oyal-
ty, duty, respect, selflessservice, honor, integrity and
personal courage—they arenotinstilledinusinour
very being.

Only you cancreatetheenvironmentfor itsroots,
by what you do, say, think, read and watch. “For
physical training is of some value, but godliness
(spiritual fitness) has value for all things, holding
promise for both the present life and the life to
come —1Timothy 4:8.

?I ritually fit person recognizesthere are mul-
tiple dimensionsthat make up the human being. He
or she seeks to develop the total person concept.
When your actions are different from your stated
values, you live with inner conflict. Thisis what
Martin Luther thegreat reformer referredto as“the
abrasion of the godlessworld.” Theterm abrasion
meansaconstant wearing away at somethinguntil it
isslowly altered or eroded to the point of no effec-

tiveness. Y ou strugglefor integrity and congruity,
but cannot findinner peaceuntil thisstruggleisdealt
with. Theextent towhichthisisresolved isameas-
ureof spiritual fitness.

M odernhistory provesover and over theval uesof
spiritually fit soldierstounit readiness. During Viet-
nam, the deeply spiritual soldier was not high on
drugs, drunk inthegutter, or at sick call for sexually
transmitted diseases. They had apurposefor living
and an inner confidence when taced with death.
Dave Roever was a Navy Seal and Brown Water
Sailor who epitomizes the spiritually fit soldier.
Whileburned beyond recognition by aphosphorus
grenadehissurvival andlifeisamiracle, whichdis
playsGod’ slovetothosewho makespiritual fitness
apriorityintheirlives.

In Desert Storm, basic morality mandated by a
foreign government and combined with aflourish-
ing spiritual fitness program at the unit level, pro-
duced an unbeatabl e readi ness machine on the bat-
tlefield.

In garrison, truly spiritually fit soldiers are not
your weak link, they are the strongest— tried and
tested everyday by thosearound them. “ Trustinthe
Lordwithall your heart andlean not onyour ownun-
derstanding; inall your waysacknowledgehim, and
hewill makeyour pathsstraight.” —Proverbs3:5,6.

“The General is sorry to be informed that the
foolish and wicked practice of profane cursing and
swearing, avice heretoforelittleknowninan Amer-
ican army, is growing into fashion. (Aswell as
chewingtobacco) and he hopestheofficerswill, by
exampleaswell asinfluence, endeavor to check it,
and that both they and themenwill reflect, that we
can havelittle hope of theblessing of Heaven on our
arms, if weinsultit by ourimpiety andfolly. Added
tothis, itisaviceso mean and low, without tempta-
tion, that every man of senseand character detests
anddespisesit.” —General GeorgeWashington, Ju-
ly 1776.

PAX DOMINE (The Peaceof the L ord)

bility does not end when their tour is finished here or
when their replacement arrives. Intoday’ slean armed
forces, any rank and position is coupled with great ac-
countability and responsibility. Accountability isnever
onleaveor back at your homestation. It' sasmuch apart
of you astherank and positionyou hold. Itisour duty to
stay ontopof al weareresponsiblefor by taking regular
inventory, reportinglossesand damages, and following
uponthosereports.

Accountability isagrowing concern outsidethe mil-
itary aswell. Y oucanseeitintherecent devel opmentsin
corporateAmerica. Americantempershavebeenflaring
over the " cooked books” some of our largest corpora
tionshave been keeping, and getting away with for far
toolong, at theexpenseof innocentinvestors.

Wecan'tdomuchtoreformthewaywardwaysof cor-
porate America, but weall havetheability toensureac-
countabilityineachof our areashereat JTF-Bravo. So, |
put ittoyouto recogni zetheimportanceof accountabil-
ity. Practiceit, enforceit, andliveit—all around.

SUBMISSIONS

The Iguanais always looking for submis-
sions. Any articles, photos or letters to be
submitted to The Iguanacan be sent to the

editor at michael.petersen@jtfb.south-
com.mil or delivered to the Public Affairs
Office, bldg. D-06 . If you have any ques-
tions regarding possible submissions call
ext. 4660 or 4676.
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INTHEDOOR WITH JUMPMASTERS

! s Story and Photos by
A ' , ' ¥ Spc. M.Wwilliam Petersen
\ ; (%] Editor

The thick mist from the cooling system
madeit impossibleto seethe opposite side of
the C-130. Vague silhouettes shifted on the
troop seats as the aircraft climbed into the

.......

three-week course that requires at least the
rank of corporal and a minimum 12 jumps.
Thecourse, which stressesextremeattention
to detail and hands-on experience, can havea
high wash-out rate according to Reyes saf ety
for thejump andfellow jumpmaster, Staff Sgt.
Larry Salcido. Salcidohaseight of his1lyears
inasanAirbornesoldier. Hetrained asajump-

Honduran skies. At atitudethemist cleared, master nearly twoyearsago.

and from the looks on the faces of the para- ~ "You'll start the classwith around 80 peo-
troopers, Honduran and American, onecould  ple," said Salcido. "Y ou'll be lucky to finish
gather theemotionsof anaircraft full of men  with50. There'slotsof hands-onwork and at-

?bout to step out the door from thousands of
eet up.

Onthefacesof younger troops, therecould
be found amixture of enthusiasm and nerves.
Some smiled almost maniacally withthe ex-
citement of theimpedingjump. Otherslooked
to bein deep thought.

tention to detail. It gets very technical. You
haveto have ahawk's eyeto find thingsthat
arewrong."

Once through training, the jumpmaster's
role becomes even more difficult. Once the
door is theirs, the jumpmasters become re
sponsible for every soldier on the aircraft.

On the faces of the more experienced Jumpers can sometimes number more than
troops, however, wasastrangecalm. Theyhad ~ 100. What runsthrough ajumpmaster'smind
been here before. They knew what to worry — asthosesoldiersapproachthedoor?

about and what toleavein the capabl e handsof
thejumpmasters.

Whilethe paratrooperswaited for themo-
ment to stand up, hook up and walk to thedoor
for thegreenlight, thejumpmasterswereina
constant state of focus. Theintensity intheir
eyesasthey inspected every detail, bothonthe
groundandintheair, never oncewavered. The
livesof thejumperswereintheir hands; every
detail could mean the difference between a
safelandingandtragedy.

Two jumpmastersmanned each door onthe
C-130 during the morning jump July 17. On
theleft door of the aircraft stood two jump-
masters, one serving assafety.

Staff Sgt. Felix Reyeshasspent sevenof his
16yearsinthe Army asajumpmaster. With 12
years as an Airborne soldier, he's seen his
shareof high-altitudeexits. Asprimary jump-
master manning the door, he seemscomfort-
able hanging into thewind. It wasn't always
that way, though.

"In jumpmaster school, the door was the
scariest thing. Going up and hanging out, |
was thinking, 'l hope | don't get pulled out
whilesticking my head out there," said Reyes.

Thetraining to become ajumpmaster isa

Staff Sgt. Felix Reyes, a parachute rigger and experienced jump-
master,guides Airbornetroops from Honduras and the United States
through thedoorofaC-130during the July 17 Airborne jump.

...............

Hooked uptothestaticline,aHonduran paracadistamakes his way
tothedoor manned by Maj. Niklas Putnam, jumpmaster, and Maj.
Alan D. Katz, safety. A safety serves as both assistantjumpmaster
andinspectoroftheaircraftand gear.

........

"All I'm doing is checking every troop,
making sureevery lineishooked up, makin
sure everything Is in the right spot,” sai
Reyes. "It means| haveto be thinking about
everything and making sureeveryoneworks
together and canreact toanything.”

"You'll know a good jumpmaster by the
way th;ry talk about Airborneoperations. He
never takesshortcutsinhisduties,” said Salci-
do. "l alwaystry to see how much experience
they have."

For Reyesand Salcido, theresponsibility,
training and dedicationit takesto beajump-
master areworththeeffort.

"You're a soldier 24 hours a day. When
you'reidentifiedto performjumpmaster du-
ties, you put onadifferent hat," said Salcido.
"Y ou have awhole new set of responsibili-
ties."

"It'sagood duty,” Reyesadded. "Y ouhave
tobeontop of everythingthat'sgoingoninthe
Airbornecommunity. It makesyoufeel good,
too, becausenot everyonemakesit."

Attheend of theday, all 29jumpersmadeit
safely totheground at Tamaradrop zone, fol -
lowed close behind by thejumpmasterswho
gotthemthere.

ozl L

ista’s gear.
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Specialist Joseph Quintero (left), OR technician, assists as Dr. (Maj.) Bernard Kopchinski (second from left), general

surgeon at Soto Cano,and Jose Angel Mejia (second fromright), chief of surgery at St. Theresahospitalin Comayagua
perform aherniarepair on awoman. Maj. Daniel McKay (center back), certified nurse anethesist,andOR nurse Maj.
Javier Altamirano (right) were also part of the team from Soto Cano who performed five surgeries July 17.

Surgical team makes difference

Story and Photo by 2nd Lt. Carla Pampe
Public Affairs Director

Oneof themainmissionsof Joint Task ForceBravoisfacil-
itating major medical exercisesthroughout Central America
several timesayear.

Onasmaller scale, however, ateam from Soto Cano’ smed-
ical elementismaking abig differenceevery week hereinthe
local community.

Membersof theM EDEL surgical teamdo medical missions
in Comayaguaand L aPaz twiceaweek.

“[Theteam] consists of the surgeon, certified nurse anes-
thetist, operating roomregistered nurse, and an operating room
technician,” said Maj. Daniel McKay, certified nurse anes-
thetist. “Wegoto St. Teresain Comayaguaon Mondaysand
usually tothehospital inLaPaz on Thursdays.”

InadditiontotheMEDEL staff, theteambringsalongaliai-
son officer to help with tranglations. The team performs be-
tweentwo and six surgerieseach day, depending onthetypesof
cases, and patientsrangein agefrom 2 monthsto morethan 70
yearsold. Theteam workstogether with asurgeon from the
hospital they’ revisiting, andwhilethemajority of thecasesare
fairly simple procedures like herniarepairs, gallbladder re
moval sand circumcisions, theteam doesassistin morediffi-
cultcasesaswell.

McKay said there are a number of reasons why the team
from Soto Cano doesthesemissions.

“Thesetripsallow the personnel assigned tothe OR to cor+
geal asateam. Weget toknow each others’ strengthsand weak-
nesses, whichiscritical toour successif andwhenlife-saving
traumasurgery isrequired at MEDEL . Truly havingasurgical
team that workssmoothly together can makethedifferencein
savingalifeor not,” hesaid.

General surgeon Dr. (Maj.) Bernard Kopchinski agrees.

“Going downtown is awonderful opportunity for us,” he
said. “It allowsusto maintain our operating skills, and, at the
sametime, we' relearning techniquesfromthelocal surgeons
whodoalot withvirtually nothing. It’ samazing what they’re
able to accomplish with the limited infrastructure that’s in
place.”

For the hospitalsthe MEDEL team visits, the benefitsare
many, said Dr. Jose Angel Mgjia, head of the surgical depart-
ment at St. Theresa.

“Th sgﬂoort uswith human resources, material sand para:
medical staff, whichislacking very muchinour institution,”

Mejiasaid.

Headded hewouldlovefor theteamto beableto comemore
than twice aweek, “ but for those daysthey comewearevery
grateful, and for that reason wewant to open thisup totherest
of themedical staff at Soto Cano.”

In addition to providing assistance to the local hospital
staffs, another reason for the surgical missionsistheexchange
of ideas, techniquesand skills, McK ay said.

“Wehavehd dtwotraining seminarsduring my timeherefor
thenursesof Honduras,” hesaid. “ Theexchangeof ideasbe-
tween health professionals provides some of the best, most
long-lasting educationinour fieldsof expertise.”

Mejiaagreed that both sides|earn thingsfrom each other,
and addeditisanexcellent opportunity to buildfriendshipsbe-
tween Honduran and American medical professionals.

“1’ve had the opportunity to work with two surgeonsfrom
Soto Cano, Dr. Dave Pearsonand Dr. Bernard Kopchinski. It's
been an excellent working relationship,” he said. “They are
very professional, and also afriendship hasensued.”

Another benefit local hospitals receive from the surgery
teamismedical supplies.

“Inadditiontoeducational gainson both sides, webring sup-
pliesto the Honduran hospital swhich arenon-existent. These
suppliesareused during thecourseof surgery weperformor as
sist with and would be otherwise discarded when they reach
their expiration dates,” McKay said.

Mejiasaidthesesuppliesarecritical to St. Theresa.

“Comayagua desperately needs a lot of help from Soto
Cano,” Mgjiaadded. “Wewouldliketoincreasethehumanand
material help wereceivefromthebase, becausewe reavery

needP/ population.” _ _
Although thetraining, exchange of ideasand medical sup-
pliesprovided areimportant, Kopchinski said themost impor -
tant reason for the surgery tripsisthepeople.

“Thisallowsusto go downtown and assist the staff at the
hospital's, and al so enhancethe medical careof thelocal popu-
lation,” hesaid. “Y ou seethelooksonthe patients faceswhen
wewalk inthere, andthey really appreciatethehelp.”

McKay agrees.

d Weareawayswarmly greeted by thestaff and patients,” he
said.

“Thesedoctors, nursesand OJT -trained assi stants perform
miracul oussurgerieswith minimal support and few complica
tions,” headded. “ They allow ustooperateat their facilitiesfor
the opportunity to learn other methods and to teach us their
techniques. Itisamutually beneficial arrangement.”

Former JTF-B
commander
bids farewell

Shortly after arriving at Joint Task
Force-Bravo, | published two docu-
mentsthat | feltwoul dbeinstrumental
inshaping thefutureof the Task Force.
TheCommand Philosophy memoran-
dum provided vision and guidelines
useful for the execution of our daily
mission. The second document, the
Fiscal Y ear 2002 Command Operating
Guidance, served asanazimuthfor the
development of aJT Fforcecapableof
meeting theater-wide 21st Century
challenges.

Asl recdl theyearlong accomplish-
mentsof our organization, | can’thelp
but return to thosetwo memorandums
toassesstheprogresswehavemade. A
year's growth is realized because of
your selfless service and teamwork.
Each of you hascontributed tothepos-
itive image of the JTF through dyour
persona example, disciplineandmis
sionfocus. Y our unitsremainready to
meet every tasking, planned or contin-
gency, that is presented to you — a
credittothereadinesspostureyoudili-
gently adhereto.

Weall recognizethat lifeinthisera
of globalization, whereboundariesof
nationalism are ill-defined, creates
new force protection challenges. | ap-
plaudtheenergy and commitment that
you bring to our remote posting that
ensuresour livesand thoseof the peo-
ple we have sworn to defend are pro-
tectedevery day.

What excites me most about the
pastisthefuture. (IsthataY ogi-ism?)
Y ouhavebuiltafoundationfortheJTF
that makestheunitincreasingly rele-
vant to our senior leadersthroughout
the Defense Department whilemain-
taining maximum flexibility to re-
spondtohumanitarianandciviccrises
across the region. The approval of
Central Champs 2002, aterrific mile-
stoneintheJTF shistory, will expand
the mission profile of the Task Force
andbringinadditional resourcestoen-
hance operational capability and add
tothequality of lifefor all residentsof
theJTF.

| amencouraged by thestrength of
leadership, the personal discipline,
courage and commitment displayed
across the organization. Because of
what youbringtotheJTF, | leaveHon-
duras with great confidence that no
matter your task, each missionwill be
accomplished with great success. As
many suggested when | first arrived,
“theyear will goby quickly”. Ithas;in
the past 12 months | have been en-
riched by al of you — soldiers, air-
men, marines, civilians, my profes
sional colleagues at State and many
friendsthroughout Honduras—thisis
thegreat reward of commandand| am
grateful for the opportunity to serve
aongsideyou!
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AFFOR defends softball title

By Tech. Sgt. G. A. Volb
JTE-Bravo Public Affairs

reﬁ_of theteamhittheball very well andtherunskept
rollingin.”
Themeat of theoffense, accordingto Clark, was

AFFOR’s 11-0 softball season culminated re-
crown.

goneundefesated inrunning downthesoftbal | cham-
pionship — their last defeat coming nearly eight
monthsago.

VersusMEDEL , AFFOR jumpedouttoaquick 8-

fourthinning, however, MEDEL had scrapedtheir
way back intothegame12-9.

Thefifth ssw AFFOR'’ s bats come alive again:
Vince Swanson and James Page unl oaded back-to-

cently with a 25-14 victory over MEDEL for the

It was the second straight season AFFOR has

Oleadinthefirst behindwalksandkey hits. By the

back shotstoopenan18-9lead. MEDEL
responded with two of their own before
returningtotheir earlier strategy of walk-
ingAFFOR' shig batsintheseventh.

It backfiredthoughas, withthebases
jammed; Pageonceagainddivered—a
grand dam thistime pacing AFFOR'’s
seven-runseventh. MEDEL addedthree
cosmeticrunsintheir half of theinningto
completethescoring 25-14.

AFFOR coach JamesClark attributed
the successto their offense: “Wehad a

Photos by 2nd Lt. CarlaPampe

Nathan Hanson of the MEDEL softball team takes a
monster swing. MEDEL lost to reigning champs, AF-

FOR, 25-14.

soliddefense, but without questionitwas
our offensethat carried usthroughoutthe £
season. Even when the power hitters

were getting intentionally walked, the  The champion AFFOR team poses with their prize.

three long-ball threats — Swanson, Page and Clay
Abbott. “ All couldgodeepany timethey enteredthe
batter’ sbox,” hesaid.

Headded that alateadditiontotheinfield, Page,
not only offered areliableglovebut also somepro-
tectioninthebatting order for theother bighitters.

“Hisdefensehasbeen pretty good and evenwith

thebad hopsweget onthisinfield, hesticksinthere
andisn'tafradtogiveupthebody,” said Clark. “ Just
lookingat himyou cantdl| that’ sbeen hisphilosophy
hiswholecareer.”

The 11-0year wasn't without afew challenges,
yet Clark said he had confidence his team could
makeup any deficits—and did.

Beenthere? Maybenotyet...

By Robin Gonzalez
MWR Manager

Inyour timeat Soto Cano, you’ vetaken advantage of
what Honduras hasto offer throu?h MWR tours, trav-
elswithfriends, or aspart of anofficial trip. So, timeis
winding down for you and soon you will bewinging
your way back to your home base or anew assignment
somewhereintheworld. Because of themany opportu-
nitiesto get off base, you figure you’ ve “ been there,
donethat, and bought the T-shirt,” and there’ snothing
much, if anything, lefttoseeor doinHonduras.

Well, have you been to the 16th century Spanish
fortress(Castillo) at Omoa?How about aday triptothe
Pico Bonito rain forest? What about Cuero y Salado
WildlifeRefugenear LaCeibareachedonly viatheold
bananatrainrouteand boat?And onthe Pacific coast of

Honduras, haveyou visited Amapala, Tiger Island or
Choluteca (the only major Honduran city on the Pan
American highway)?No?Thenwhat about Lancetilla
botanical gardens (one of thelargest intheworld, lo-
cated at the entranceto Tela), horseback riding in the
mountainsat Marcala, whitewater raftingat LaCeiba,
snorkeling at CayosCochinos, swimmingwiththedol -
phinsat Anthony’s Kely, Roatan, or sailingthewaters
around Roatan and Utila?'Y ou have? Then maybeyou
needtoadd thetwomajor cathedralsin Teguciga paand
the onein Comayagua, the hot springsat Copan, Dan-
li’ scigar factory, Pullapanzak Falls, El Cusuco nation-
al cloudforest park, Las Sepulturasarchaeol ogical site,
Garifunavillages, Guamilito Market, butterfly farms,
Sawdust carpet displays, Cristo del Picacho concrete
statue, and shrimp farmsto your list.
Does*“beenthere, donethat” includeLaCasadelas
Abuelas, thecasinosin Tegucigal paand San Pedro Su-

la, drinks by the pool at the Gran Hotel Sula, candle
lightdinner at Ricardo’ s, drivingto Oak Harbor, enjoy-
ingtheal-inclusiveBarcel o PalmaReal Resort, swim-
ming withthewhal esharks, or “ shoppingtil youdrop”
in Copan?No?Last chance; Hotel PlazaSanMartin’s
Happy Hour snacks, Copantl’s Olympic sized pool,
fresh-caught lobster at Fantasy 1sland, moonlight walks
at West End, golf (bothflat and“ hilly”), getting away
fromital at the Hacienda San L ucas, pedal boating on
the El Jaral lagoon, bass fishing, or enjoying fresh
baked coconut bread at Hotel Playa?

Still say you haveaready seen all thesesights, been
toall theseplaces, and taken advantage of al these op-
tions? Then you truly have seen Honduras! If, on the
other hand, therearenames, activities, and/or locations
that areunfamiliar toyou, then stop by MWR Toursand
Travel inthe Recreation Center, H-401, and let usshow
youthemany sightsof Honduras.

Correction

IntheJuly 12 edition of thelgua-
na, Lt. Col. Richard Hilburn’ sname
was misspelled in the MEDEL
change of command headline and
cutline. The staff of the Iguana
strives to provide an accurate and
professional product, and sincerely
regretsthiserror.

SUMErs.

Coleman Company announces recall of mosquito traps

‘TheColeman Company Inc., of Wichita, Kan., isvoluntarily recalling about 136,000 Mosguito Deleto™ Traps. Themos:
quitotrap'spropane regulator canleak propaneor alow anoverflow of propanegas, both of which poseafirehazardto con-

Inaddition, thefuel hose attachment sold withthe Back HomeTM System can becomedamaged and |eak propane, which
posesafirehazard to consumers. Coleman hasreceived 28 reportsof trapsmelting or catching onfireasaresult of propane
leaking, and 7 reportsof damagetothe propane fuel hoses. Noinjurieshavebeenreported.
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Gen.Benjamin O. Davis Jr.laid to rest
Ploneerlng Tuskeegee Airman honored at Arlington

Photos by Tech. Sgt. Jim Varhegyi

U.S.AirForceHonor Guard body bearers carry theremains of
Gen. Benjamin O. Davis Jr.during his full honors funeral at Ar-
lington National Cemetery, Washington, D.C., July 17, 2002.
Davis died July 4 at age 89.

By Staff Sgt. C. Todd Lopez
Special tothe American ForcesPress Service

WASHINGTON — Friends, family, military
and retired military membersgathered today to
pay tributeandtolay torestan Air Forcepioneer.

Gen. Benjamin O. DavisJr., thefirst African-
AmericanAir Forcegeneral, wasrememberedin
amemorial serviceat theBolling Air ForceBase
Chapel here. After theceremony, hewasburied
at Arlington National Cemetery with full mili-
tary honors. Davis

1941, he believed he could destroy the myth of
racid inferiority.” TheTuskegeeAirmansharedhis
visionand courage, and heand they succeeded.”

Davis nephew, JudgeL . Scott Melville, spoke
ontheattributesof respect, dignity and honor, and
how Davisworked to earnthem.

“Black men, brownmen, yellow men, red men
andwomenof al colorscould not acquirethoseat-
tributesthrough birth. ... They hadto earnthem,”
Melville said. “Ben understood these rules of
Americanpolitics, and hewasdeterminedto over-
come them. Not by demonstrating, not by de-

died July 4 at Walter
Reed Army Medical
Center of natura
causes. Hewas89.
Alan  Gropman,
chairman of theGrand
Strategy Department
at National Defense
University here, deliv-
eredtheeulogy. Many

~+
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plaining, not by whin-
ing, but by succeeding.”
At Arlington Na&
tional Cemetery, asis
military tradition, a
horse pulled Davis
casket on a caisson to
thegravesite. Tuskegee
Airmen served ashon
orary pallbearers.

nouncing, not by com-

of thosein attendance
wore the distinctive
red jackets of the
Tuskegee Airmen —
members of the units
Daviscommanded duringand after WorldWarl .

“Gen. Benjamin O. DavisJr.isan American
hero,” Gropman said. “We call those who
demonstrate physical courage heroes because
they risk their lives for something bigger than
themselves.

“General Davisrisked hislifefor hisnation
andfor hispeople. Hebelievedall hisadultlifein
racial integration and thought hecould bring this
essential reformto Americaonce World War 11

e% an. If he demonstrated blacks could fly and
t and lead with the sameskill and courageas
whltes a notion foreign to white America of

A heritage flight consisting of two P-51 Mus-
tang fighters (center), an F-16 (left)and an F-15
pay tributeto Gen. Benjamin O. Davis Jr.

During the Arling-
ton service, the Air
Force honor guard ren
dered thetime-honored
courtesies to a hero
passed: acannon sal ute, alonebugler playing taps
la(\nd thepassing of the Americanflagtothenext of

in.

Davis memory was al so honored with aher-
itageflyover, including avintage P-51 Mustang
paint mtheTuskegeeAlrmen sflyingcolors,
F-16 Fighting Falcons and F-15 Eagles. The
fliers paid tribute to their fallen comrade and
leader with amissing man formation, traditional -
ly reserved for military aviatorskilledintheline
of duty.

Davis survivorsinclude hissister, ElnoraD.
M cL endon, and many niecesand nephews.

Chinese military power secret, but growing

By Spc. Pete M. Williamsen
American ForcesPress Service

WASHINGTON —A report to Congressdetailing themilitary power of the Peo-

ples Republic of Chinaisfilled with words and phrases like "approximately,"
“roughly," "likely" and"isbelievedtobe."

Thisisbecausedespitetremendousstridesin economic growth, the Chinesegov-

ernment isstill extremely secretive and opaqueabout m| litary matters.

"Theofficial Chinesemilitary budgetis$20billion," saidadefenseofficial. "But
theactua money invested could beasmuchasfour or fiveti mesgrester. The$20bil-
lionisjustastart.”

Very littleisreally known not only about finance, but a so about capabilities. Mil-
itary-to-military exchangesbetweentheUnited Statesand the People€sRepublicare
another exampl eof the secrecy the Chineseexhibit. "Inthe past, wehave shown Chi-
nese counterpartsU.S. capabilities,” said theofficia . "Whenwewent for recipro-
cal visits, wesaw only showcaseunits. Wedidn't seeany operational training exer -
cises.”

The Chinese have one of the most vibrant economiesin theworld, growing at
about 8 percent each year. Chineseleadershave committed toalong-rangeplanto
improvemilitary capabilities. Accordingtotheannual reportto Congress, military
moderni zationisbehind other prioritiessuch asdevel opment inagriculture, indus-

try, science and technology. The report states thisis done with the ideathat im-
provementsin these areaswoul d necessarily improvethelong-term status of the
Chinesemilitary.

However, preparing for apotential conflictinthe Taiwan Strait isthe primary
driver for Chinasmilitary modernization, and thefocusison reunifyingwith Tai-
wanon Beijing'sterms, accordingtothereport. ThePeople'sRepublicwantsto stop
further movesby Taiwantoward independence.

"Beijing assesses that the permanent separation of Taiwan from the mainland
could serveasastrategicfootholdfor the United States,” thereport states. " At the
sametime, securing control over Taiwanwouldallow (the Peopl €'sRepublicof Chi-
na) to moveitsdefensive perimeter further seaward."

Thereport saysthegrowth of the Chinesemilitary isaimed at a" coercive" ap-
proachto Taiwan. The People'sRepublic hasrepeatedly stateditwill resorttoforce
against Taiwanif theisland declaresindependence.

Thelong-term Chinesegoal isto modernizethemilitary with "homegrown" ca
pabilities. Tothat aim, thegovernment hasdedicated much money toresearch and
development. In the meantime, the Chinese military has upgraded capabilities
through arms sales.

Russiaisthelargest foreign supplier to the People'sRepublic. Russiahassold
state-of -the-art Su-30j et fightersto the Chinese aswell as Sovremennyy-classde-

See CHINA,Page7
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BRIEFS

New Ramp Designa-
tions

Withimmediate effect Soto CanoAB
ramp designationsarechangedtoread as
followed:

*DeltaRampisnow Foxtrot Ramp

*CharlieRampisnow Golf Ramp

*Bravo South Ramp is now Hotel
South Ramp

*Bravo North Ramp is now Hotel
North Ramp

*AlphaRampisnow IndiaRamp

eZuluRampisnow Juliet Ramp

All taxiwaysdesignationsremainthe
same. All gquestionsshould bedirectedto
theAirfield Manager at ext. 6235.

View Travel Payments
on H-Drive

TheFinance Officeisnow posting al
travel voucher settlementstothe“ JTF-B
data’ folder onthenetwork. Travel set-
tlementsfiled after 8 July 2002 will be
logged. Monitor thestatusof your trav-
el payments by going to H:\ARFOR\FI -
NANCE\Travel PaymentsLog.xIs.

New Legal Office hours

Due to a shortage in personnel, the
Officeof theCommand Judge Advocate
(Legal Office) isreducing hoursthat le-
gal assistancewill beavailable. Until fur-
ther notice, all powers of attorney and
notarizationswill beprocessed Tuesdays
and Thursdaysfrom 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. Peo-
pleunableto makethosetimesor seeking
other legal services must make an ap-
pointment. Notification will bedistrib-
utedwhenthispolicy isnolonger neces
sary.

Ten Miler team tryouts

A 10kilometer runwill be held Aug.
29 at 6 am. to select the membersof the
JTF-B team that will go to Washington
D.C. toracein the Army Ten Miler on
Oct. 20.

The run will start and finish in the
vicinity of thetrack. Eight personnel will
comprisetheteam.

Sign-up formswill be available soon
so T-shirtscan beordered.

All areinvitedto run and encouraged
toparticipate.

Mosquito fogging

Mosquitofoggingwill beincreasedto
twice weekly. In addition to Saturday,
mosquito fogging will be conducted
every Tuesday at 5:30a.m. beginningto-
morrow on Soto Cano.

Avoid unnecessary activity on main
roadsduring thistimeonthesedays.

Camp Deltachow is all “halal”

By Rudi Williams
American Forces Press Service

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba —

“Thehotter thefood, thebetter they like
it.” But Navy messspe-
cidist Chief Petty Offi-
cer Colleen M. Schon-
hoff said preparing
spicy hot food for the
Muslim detaineeshere
at Camp Deltaisn’ther
major concern.

“We have to make
surethat thefoodisha
lal aﬂproved,” said
Schonhoff, overseer of
the galleys at Guan-
tanamo Bay that feed
the detaineesand U.S.
service members.
“Meats for the de
tainees haveto be han
dled acertain way un-
der Muslim require-
ments. When | order
meat for military peo-
ple, | just say | want 50
poundsof chicken, andit doesn’t mat-
ter how that chicken hasbeen handled
aslongasit’ SUSDA approved. For the
Muslims, | have to have a certificate
from the company that saysit’'s halal

A civilian cook helps pre-
pare food for Muslim de-
tainees at Camp Delta.

approved. I’ mrequiredto keepthecer-
tificate on filein case I’'m ever ques-
tioned.”

For instance, acertificateof Iamic
daughter must accompany every ship-
ment of meat for thedetainees. Thels-
lamic Services of
America must certify
that the meat is halal
beef that was handled
accordingtoall Idamic
slaughter procedures
and guidelines.

Muslims use two
termstodescribefood-
halal and haram. Halal
is an Arabic word,
whichmeanslawful or
alowed, butitissome-
timestranglated as ac-
ceptable or not forbid-
den. Haram meansthe
opposite - unlawful or
prohibited.

Hala foods are
foods that are permit-
ted for consumption
under Idamiclaw. Itis
sinful for aMudlim to
consume haram foods.

Haram foods include pigs, dogs,
donkeys, monkeys, cats, lions, frogs,
crocodilesandturtles. Alcohol, harm-
ful substances, poisonous and intoxi-

cating plantsor drinksarea so haram.

“My main goal was to make sure
they got all thenutritionrequirements
they need— proteins, vitamins, miner-
asandcarbohydrates,” Sporrer said. “I
hadtolook at thebudget, too, soit’ spri-
marily avegetarian diet, rice, beans,
fruitandvegetables. They' regettingal-
most everything they need from two
mealsaday.”

A typical breakfast consists of pita
bread, rice, curried eggsand peas, milk
and fresh fruit, or hash browns, pita
bread, aboiled egg, milk andfreshfruit.
A typical dinner consists of rice, pita
bread, meat and vegetablecurry, milk,
freshfruitand margarine. JTF 160 pro-
videsthelunchvegetarian MREs.

Schonhoff said purchasing meat for
the detainees is much like buying
kosher mest, “ except you' rebuyi n%h&
lal-approved mest that’ s blessed by a
Muslim chaplain before it's slaugh
tered.”

Schonhoff said when shearrived at
Gitmo about three years ago, it wasa
quiet littleduty stationwithonegalley.
That ended withthedetainees arrival.

“Beforethebig influx of detainees
and troops, we fed about 300 mealsa
day,” shenoted. “ Thenwewenttomore
than 3,800 meals aday and were still
doingit out of Quick Hall. Weshipped
containersof foodall aroundthebase.”

CHINA

Continued from Page 6

stroyersand very quiet diesel submarines. Thereport saysthat theequi pment
cominginfrom other nationsof theformer Soviet Union allow the Chinese
to reverse-engineer moremodern weaponsand systems.

Y earsago, it wasagiven that the Peopl€'s Liberation Army wasagood
force, but wasonly effectiveasfar asit couldwalk, ssidaDoD official. That
ischanging. The PLA hasbeen cut dramatically, freeing up money for mod-
ernization and allowing the remaining forcesto train to higher standards.
Money fromvariousaccountsoutsidetheofficial budgetisgoinginto mod-
ernization.

Chinaisbuilding and designing itsownweaponssystems. The Chinese
military isbuilding homegrown destroyers, frigatesand submarines. U.S. of-
ficial sexpect the expertiseto grow and the systemsto becomemore sophis
ticated. Asthat happens, official sexpect the purchase of foreignarmswill
drop.

A’? reasof significant growthinthe People'sRepublic'smilitary include:

Missiles—the Chinesehaveabout 350 short-rangeballistic missiles, and
thisisgrowing by about 50 per year. Chinaisa soreplacingits|CBM force
with longer-range versions.

Air power —Chinahasbought Su-30fighter aircraft from Russiaand is
producingthe Russian Su-27 jet. Chinaisal so beefing up the capabilitiesof
thelocally produced F- 7 fighter-bomber. The Chinesehavedevel oped anair-
borneearly warningaircraft andislookingtobuy theA-50 Mainstay AWACS
planefrom Russia. Training for aviation assetsisgetting moreredlistic, the
report says.

Naval forces—ChinahasreplaceditsWorld War 11 eralanding shipswith
about 600 military and civilian landing craft. Chinahasbought Russian de-
stroyersand aKilo-classdiesel submarine.

Landforces—Chinahasupgraded themain gunonmorethan 1,000tanks
andwill continuetoeffort. Atthesametime, Chinaexpectstofield 1,800 new
Type96tanksby 2005. ThePLA isalsoworking onimproving amphibious
tacticsand equipment.

U.S. officia ssay Chinesesecr
say thissecrecy continuesalongtr
sions.

isdisturbing, but not surprising. They
itionandfitsinwithnew strategicdeci-

Ethnic fighting
stops forbomb

By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON —An Air Force A-
10 Thunderbolt 11 dropped a500-pound
bomb asashow of forceinthe province
of Nangarhar in Afghanistan, Com-
bined Joint Task Force 180 officials
said.

Two Afghan groupswereengagedin
fighting near aU.S. special operations
camp. No U.S. service members were
involved with the fighting, which
seemed to be between two rival fac-
tions.

"TheU.S.forceswereintheareaand
observed thefighting,” said aDefense
Department spokesman.

Personnel at thebasecalled onthe A-
10 to drop a bomb on an unoccupied
areanear thegroups. Therewereno ca
sualtiesfromthe American bomb.

U.S. officialssaid the strike had the
intended effect: The Afghan factions
stoppedfighting and | eft thearea.

Pressreportsfromtheareasaid that
oneAfghan died and six werewounded
inthefighting.

Nangarhar is east of Kabul right on
theborder with Pakistan.
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Therearebenefitsto any assignment, whether in the continental United Statesor
inremoteareaslikeHonduras.

Here, the benefits include an inexpensive cost of living, travel opportunities,
uniqueliving arrangementsand an MWR program second to none.

Withinafew hoursof thebase, by car or plane, thereare severa exoticlocations
membersof the Soto Cano community can ventureto: Copan, Roatan, andLakeY o-
joaarejustafew. EachismadeavailablethroughthebaseMorale, Welfareand Recre-
ation officeat pricesthat would beg thequestion, "How dothey stay inbusiness?"

Andrest assured, resorts, hotel sand other destinationsare checked out by mem-
bersof theMWR staff before"recommending” themto customers. But no stay here
would be compl etewithout seeing at | east thebig three mentioned earlier.

Copan: Located just fivehour'sdriveaway, isamust see. Spend aday climbing
over theMayan ruinsand wonder how they built such awesome structuressolong
ago. Takeseveral rollsof filmto document your stay

Roatan: Fly or travel by bus, but either way you'relessthan six hoursfrom beau
tiful beachesand sunny weather -normally. Aninexpensivebeachresortisland, you
have a choice of many oceanside |ocations and some further inland. Check out:
http://www.roatanet.com/; http://www.topbnbs.com/honduras.html; or
http://www.honduras.com/ for ideas. Thendoalittleresearch: what areyoumostin-
terestedin-- photography, swimming, scubadiving or just relaxingamong thepalm
trees?Makereservationsearly to ensureyou get theaccommaodati onsyou want.

LakeY ojoa: Just a90-minutedrivefrom Soto Cano, the MWR approved recre-

ation area on the lake offers —
boatsandjet skis, pluscomfort-
ableaccommodationsat agood E
price. The lake is just a short
drive from Yojoa waterfalls. &
Take plenty of film, as you [§iE
could spend aday atthefal Isby
itself. N

For more information give g "'v :
Hilda Dominguez or Esly Ro- _;'
driguezacall at ext. 4268. Nor-
mally, you have to sign up by
midday Wednesday for any
trip.
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“Asacrifice for country...”

Paradise awalits
hours from base

Story and Photos by Tech. Sgt. G. A. Volb
JTF-Bravo Public Affiars

4 Top left: Asilhouette of avisitor to Lake Yajoaand the MWR approved resort.

Thelakeis justan hour and ahalf by car from Soto Cano. Rooms areinexpen-
sive, and there are boats and jet skis available to rent for visitors. Above:
Roatan Island, just off the coast of Honduras, offers great beaches, great
pricesandachancetogetaway fromthepaceofthebase. Atleft: Yojoawater-
fallsisashortrideuptheroad fromthelake. Visitors can spend several hours
walking theriver, shooting photos of the scenery and swimming. Center left:
Atypical beach scene on Roatan Island.




